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1. Procedure 

One hundred nine grams (1 mole) of p-aminophenol (Note 1) is dissolved in a mixture of 500 g. of 
ice, 500 cc. of water, and 65 cc. (120 g., 1.2 moles) of concentrated sulfuric acid (sp. gr. 1.84). To this 
solution, kept in a freezing mixture at 0°, is added, during the course of an hour with constant 
mechanical stirring, a solution of 72 g. (1 mole) of 95 per cent sodium nitrite in 150 cc. of water. The 
stirring is continued twenty minutes longer, and then 20 cc. (37 g., 0.37 mole) of concentrated sulfuric 
acid is added. 

This solution is poured into an ice-cold solution of 200 g. (1.2 moles) of potassium iodide in 200 cc. 
of water. After a few minutes, 1 g. of copper bronze (Note 2) is added, with continued stirring, and the 
solution is warmed slowly on the water bath. The temperature is kept at 75–80° until the evolution of 
nitrogen ceases; during this process the iodophenol separates as a heavy dark oil. After cooling to room 
temperature the reaction mixture is extracted three times with 165-cc. portions of chloroform and the 
combined extracts are washed with dilute thiosulfate solution. The solvent is removed on the water bath 
and the residue distilled under reduced pressure, the p-iodophenol coming over at 138–140°/5 mm. One 
crystallization from about 2 l. of ligroin (b.p. 90–110°) gives a colorless product melting sharply at 94°. 
The yield of recrystallized product is 153–159 g. (69–72 per cent of the theoretical amount). 

2. Notes 
1. The p-aminophenol used was a commercial product melting at 182–183° with decomposition. 
2. Some commercial bronzes used for bronze paints are coated with a film of stearic acid. For chemical 
work an untreated pure copper bronze should be used. 

3. Discussion 
p-Iodophenol was first obtained as a by-product of the action of iodine on salicylic acid in alkaline 

solution or by heating iodosalicylic acid.1 It has also been obtained by the action of iodine on phenol in 
alkaline solution2 or in the presence of mercuric oxide,3 or by the action of iodine monochloride.4 It is 
best prepared by the diazotization of p-aminophenol and replacement of the diazonium group by iodine5 
although it has also been obtained from p-iodoaniline by diazotization and replacement of the 
diazonium group by hydroxyl.6 

References and Notes



1. Lautemann, Ann. 120, 299 (1861); Kekulé, ibid. 131, 221 (1864).  
2. Holleman and Rinkes, Rec. trav. chim. 30, 96 (1911).  
3. Hlasiwetz and Weselsky, Ber. 2, 523 (1869).  
4. Schützenberger and Sengenwald, Jahresb. 1862, 413.  
5. Nölting and Wrzesinski, Ber. 8, 820 (1875); Nölting and Stricker, ibid. 20, 3021 (1887); 

Neumann, Ann. 241, 74 (1887).  
6. Griess, Zeit. für Chem. 1865, 427; Holleman and Rinkes, Rec. trav. chim. 30, 95 (1911).  

Appendix 
Chemical Abstracts Nomenclature (Collective Index Number); 

(Registry Number) 

ligroin 

copper bronze 

sulfuric acid (7664-93-9) 

chloroform (67-66-3) 

phenol (108-95-2) 

potassium iodide (7681-11-0) 

nitrogen (7727-37-9) 

sodium nitrite (7632-00-0) 

salicylic acid 

mercuric oxide (21908-53-2) 

iodine (7553-56-2) 

iodophenol (533-58-4) 

iodine monochloride (7790-99-0) 

stearic acid (57-11-4) 

iodosalicylic acid 

p-aminophenol (123-30-8) 

p-IODOANILINE (540-37-4) 

p-IODOPHENOL,  
Phenol, p-iodo- (540-38-5)
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